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IDENTIFICATION BY FINGER PRINTS 

be saved to their families and to society. If this were to be the results of the 
trial, juries would convict where they now acquit, and, in fact, many offender.* 
would save the state the cost of such trials by pleading guilty in order to get the 
help which they need, and most of them want, to enable them to become law 
abiding citizens. This is probation ; an opportunity to reform without imprison- 
ment, thus saving intact the offender's capital, preserving his reputation and 
self respect, and teaching him that the law is not his enemy to revenge itself 
upon him, but is his friend to help him to become a good citizen and a useful 
member of society. It is to secure the passage of laws requiring this that the 
National Probation League is formed. 

"Twenty states have already passed adult probation laws and thirty states- 
have passed juvenile probation laws and when the others follow and the courts 
are educated to appreciate the importance of this principle in the treatment of 
delinquents we will experience a marked diminution of crime. There is less 
crime in Germany than here. This is also true of Great Britain and other Euro- 
pean countries, but this is due not so much to their laws (although Parliament 
has lately adopted a Probation Act) as to their ability to send their habitual 
criminals to America. A committee of Congress some years ago found this was 
being systematically done by many European Governments and while our Govern- 
ment endeavors to prevent this, it has not yet been successful.'' J. W. G. 

Identification of Criminals by Means of Finger Prints. — The Boston 
police authorities, says the Transcript, have recently established the most effi- 
cient and up-to-date finger print system in the country. Every country in 
Europe, it adds, is now using the finger print system in connection with the 
Bertillon method of measurement. There are now at police headquarters over 
4,000 cards in the filing cabinet containing prints from Italy, France and England, 
besides many from all parts of the United States. Describing the system, the 
Transcript says : 

"One of the greatest advantages of the finger print system is in tracing crim- 
inals. Practically every thief, burglar, murderer and bank robber leaves behind 
him somewhere an impression of at least one or two of his fingers. The im- 
print may be found on the window pane, on a bit of plated silver, a drinking 
glass, a piece of furniture, a cash box or a candlestick. Some are so plain that 
the designs can be made out with the naked eye. Others are latent prints and 
can be photographed after they are sprinkled with a white, red or black special 
powder. The impressions are then taken to where the files are kept, and, as- 
criminals are a class, the card of the guilty man, telling who he is and what 
his record has been, can be found. Thus the thief or murderer is known before 
he is caught. 

"If, however, there is no previous record against the man, nevertheless the 
finger prints he left behind him are of great value. As soon as a man is arrested 
on the suspicion that he is the man wanted, he can be identified as the criminal 
or not. Time and time again the detectives in New Scotland Yard and in 
India have found latent prints and caught the guilty parties within twenty-four 
hours of the crime. It is done more in England and her colonies than in the 
United States, because the system has been established there longer. It is only 
in its infancy here. Up to the present time the Boston police have on'y used 
the Bertillon system as a means of identification, but now that the finger prints 
are all filed both systems will be employed. 
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IDENTIFICATION BY FINGER PRINTS. 

"Ever since Alphonse Bertillon devised his system of measurements the police 
in the United States have placed great faith in its effectiveness. It is an excellent 
system in many ways, but now the police are beginning to realize that the finger 
print system has several advantages. One of the greatest of these is the 
fact that criminals often leave impressions of their fingers behind them, but 
they never leave the dimension of their head or arms, at least not in centi- 
meters and millimeters. As is well known, M. Bertillon's scheme is to measure 
the bony parts of the body, the head, foot, fingers, outstretched arms, cheek 
and height. Great care is required in making these measurements or they are 
worthless. The instruments are sometimes pressed down too hard and the 
figures sometimes are incorrectly recorded. Each measurement has to be taken 
at least twice before it is safe to record it. This work requires conscientious and 
skilled workmen. In France if an officer makes a mistake he is fined ten ftancs. 
In comparison with the finger print system it is much more complicated and less 
exact. 

"Almost any man can take impressions of the fingers. As the digits record 
themselves there are no inaccuracies. The Bertillon instruments are costly and 
can easily get out of order. All that is needed for finger prints is a pad of 
paper and some ink. If a mistake is made in taking the Bertillon measurements 
it cannot be corrected and also it cannot be discovered until the whole work of 
measuring is done over again. Furthermore, the mistake is not evident. No 
'key' is required in classifying the finger prints, as is necessary for the Bertillon 
cards. With the finger tips the patterns are of two classes, each recognizable 
at a glance. This makes the primary classification easy and simple. The 
above comparison of the two methods is taken largely from the report of 
the special committee appointed by Mr. Asquith when home secretary in the 
British Cabinet in 1894. As a result of this report the Indian government 
entirely gave up the Bertillon system six years later when the infant finger print 
method had proved its claims. 

"To realize the value placed on finger prints," the Transcript concludes, 
"one should visit India. As false personation is very prevalent in the courts 
there, finger prints are often resorted to to prove the identity of a witness 
or defendant. In all the registration offices persons, who, admitting execution, 
present documents for registration are required to authenticate their signatures 
or mark by affixing an impression of their left thumb both on the document 
and in the register for the purpose. If a man says that a deed which purports 
to be a transfer by him of certain rights is not genuine he is required to give 
an impression of his thumb in open court; and this is compared with the 
impression on the document and in the register, and can be proved to be either 
the same or a different impression, and this proves the point. Thus the labor 
of the courts is greatly reduced. Friends and relatives of pensioners in India 
used to collect allowances for many years after the pensioner himself had died. 
The fraud became so common that now all civil and military pensioners are 
required to give their finger prints. Prints are also used to prevent the 
spreading of plague and for regulating the pilgrimage of the Mussulmans to 
Mecca, thumb impressions of the persons to whom permission to make the 
journey of religion has been granted being required. They are used to prevent 
false personation at the examination for positions in the civil service and to 
prevent laborers who are criminals and trouble-makers from getting work with 
public contractors. The finger print idea has reached the Bank of England 
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MISTAKEN LENITY TO CRIMINALS. 

It is used there for purposes of identification where large sums of money are 
involved. After the first of August all the employes of the city of Milwaukee 
will have to give impressions of their left thumbs before they receive their pay. 
These prints will be compared with a register kept for the purpose. If the im- 
pression is not a duplicate of the one in the register the man cannot receive his 
wages. This plan has been adopted to prevent persons claiming to work for the 
city from receiving money to which they are not entitled and is being considered 
in other cities. In view of the ever-increasing number of foreigners who come 
to this country and later prove to be highly undesirable it perhaps would 
not be unwise to take impressions of their thumbs upon arrival." 

J. W. G. 

mistaken Lenity to Criminals.— Mr. Frederick H. Mills, general agent 
of the state prisons of New York, in an article published in Harper's Weekly 
for July 30 describes the remarkable changes that have been made in recent 
years in the treatment of prisoners — an evolution which, by substituting kindness 
and comfort in the place of neglect and severity, is in many instances tending to 
endanger the public security. Mr. Mills advises the potential law-breaker to 
commit his crime now and take his punishment before the inevitable reaction 
against our present lenient methods comes. The system of trade instruction at 
Elmira and the scheme of scholastic and physical instruction carried on in that 
institution, he says, give the young man committed there for his first criminal 
offense an opportunity of education and training quite equal to the best technical 
and military schools in the world. 

"The population of a prison," he remarks, ''is largely made up of men and 
women whose first breath was tainted with the germ of disease. Their whole 
lives previous to the time they reach the prison have been spent amid surround- 
ings of vitiated air, putridity and decay. The regular life and plain diet of 
the prison changes the whole order of development of these subjects. In many 
instances the dread germ of tuberculosis develops as soon as they arrive. It is a 
settled policy of the New York prison department to transfer all such cases to 
the new hospital at Clinton prison in the Adirondack Mountains. The patients 
are there domiciled in hospital wards instead of stuffy cells, and given the benefit 
of the most advanced system of treatment in a climate favorable to recovery, 
under the direction of an expert in tubercular treatment." 

"The dominant idea of the officers in charge of the prisons of the state 
had been to produce a financial result from prison labor, but the adoption of a 
new constitution in 1894 brought about a change in the system. Since then 
convicts may only be employed in the manufacture of articles for the use of 
state institutions. The present superintendent of state prisons came into office 
at that time, and he has developed a marvelous instinct for the education and 
training of adult criminals. The entire prison population is divided into groups, 
and grades are based on the convict's conduct in prison and his previous criminal 
history. The first or "A" grade comprises those serving their first prison term, 
and these are retained at Sing Sing; the "B" grade is made up of those who 
have served a previous term, who are incarcerated at Auburn ; the "C" and "D" 
grades are constituted of those who have shown by repeated convictions that they 
are likely to remain criminals for all time, and their habitat is the prison at 
Clinton. 

"A system of scholastic instruction has been established in the prisons under 

636 



